
Washington, D.C. – America’s rural transportation system is in need of repairs and 
modernization to support economic growth and improve traffic safety in the nation’s 
Heartland, but the US faces a $211 billion backlog in funding for needed repairs 
and improvements to the rural transportation system. This is according to a new 
report released today by TRIP, a national transportation research nonprofit. The 
report, Rural Connections: Challenges and Opportunities in America’s Heartland, 
evaluates the safety and condition of the nation’s rural roads and bridges and finds 
that America’s rural transportation system is in need of immediate improvements to 
address deficient roads and bridges, high crash rates, and inadequate connectivity 
and capacity. 

The importance of the rural transportation system as the backbone of the nation’s 
energy, food and fiber supply chain has been heightened during the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Addressing the nation’s rural transportation challenges will 
require a significant increase in investment, but the tremendous decrease in vehicle 
travel that has occurred due to the COVID-19 pandemic is estimated to reduce state 
transportation revenues by at least 30 percent – approximately $50 billion - over 
the next 18 months. 

The chart below ranks states based on their rate of rural pavements in poor 
condition and share of rural bridges that are rated poor/structurally deficient.
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Safer Road Partners:

Associated General 
Contractors 

of New Hampshire
AGC of NH is a non-profit 

trade organization of general 
contractors, subcontractors, 

& industry professionals 
dedicated to improving industry 

standards.

NH Good Roads Association
NH GRA is a non-profit trade 
organization established to 
encourage the development 

of a safe, efficient & 
environmentally sound highway 

transportation system.

Safety & Health Council 
of Northern New England
The Council’s mission is to 

educate and promote safety & 
health policies that prevent & 

mitigate human economic losses 
arising from unintended causes.

NH Association of Chiefs of 
Police

The Association secures a 
close relationship among 

commanding officers all over 
the state to encourage a 

cooperative relationship among 
all police officials.

NH Lodging & Restaurant 
Association

The Association is a non-
partisan organization to 

promote, protect, & educate 
the food service and lodging 
industries & to ensure positive 
business growth for members.

Business & Industry 
Association

The Association is NH’s leading 
business trade association. 
It advocates for business 

interests with state and federal 
legislators and regulators.

TRIP Report: NH’s Rural Roads & Bridges Have 
Significant Deficiencies & High Fatality Rates

Continued...
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The report finds that New Hampshire’s rural roads and bridges have significant deficiencies. Twenty percent of New 
Hampshire’s rural roads are rated in poor condition – the 14th highest rate in the nation- and 18 percent are in 
mediocre condition. Nine percent of New Hampshire’s rural bridges are rated in poor/structurally deficient condition, 
the 18th highest rate in the nation. Bridges rated poor/structurally deficient have significant deterioration to the major 
components of the bridge and are often posted for lower weight or closed to traffic, restricting or redirecting large 
vehicles, including agricultural equipment, commercial trucks, school buses and emergency services vehicles. There were 
70 fatalities on New Hampshire’s non-Interstate, rural roads in 2018. The rate of traffic fatalities on New Hampshire’s 
non-Interstate, rural roads is significantly higher than the fatality rate on all other roads in the state – 1.59 fatalities per 
100 million vehicle miles of travel vs. 0.82. Rural roads are more likely to have narrow lanes, limited shoulders, sharp 
curves, exposed hazards, pavement drop-offs, steep slopes and limited clear zones along roadsides.

“This report reinforces what many rural Americans already know – our country’s rural infrastructure is crumbling. The 
competitiveness of our farmers and ranchers relies on an aging network of roads, bridges, waterways and railways 
that need an immediate infusion of investment dollars,” said Todd Van Hoose, president and CEO of the Farm Credit 
Council. “That’s why we have partnered with more than 250 national, state and local organizations through the Rebuild 
Rural Coalition. Previous funding opportunities have overlooked our rural infrastructure in the past. We must invest in the 
transportation network that drives the base of our economy. We must invest in all aspects of rural infrastructure. And we 
must do it before we lose our competitive advantage.”

“The highway construction industry, as an essential work force, will play a vital role in getting the New Hampshire 
economy back on track after this health crisis. The industry can be safely put to work now to repair and improve New 
Hampshire’s transportation system and assist in our collective economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Gary Abbott, executive vice president of the Associated General Contractors of New Hampshire.

An analysis of the  Status of the Nation’s Highways, Bridges and Transit, 23rd Edition, submitted by the United States 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) to Congress in 2019, indicates  that the nation’s annual $28 billion investment by 
all levels of government in rural road, highway and bridge rehabilitation and enhancements should be increased by 28 
percent, to approximately $36 billion annually, to improve their condition, reliability and safety.

America’s rural transportation system provides the first and last link in the supply chain from farm to market, connects 
manufacturers to their customers, supports the tourism industry, and enables the production of energy, food and fiber. 
Rural Americans are more reliant on the quality of their transportation system than their urban counterparts.

Improving and modernizing the nation’s rural transportation system will require addressing the significant reduction in 
state transportation revenues, including motor fuel taxes and tolls, as a result of a significant reduction in travel caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuring that the current federal surface transportation program, which expires on 
September 30, be reauthorized at funding levels that are adequate and reliable.

“The health of the nation’s economy and the safety and quality of life in America’s small communities and rural areas 
ride on our rural transportation system. The nation’s rural roads and bridges already faced a significant funding 
shortfall, and that will only be exacerbated by the looming reduction in state transportation revenues as a result of 
decreased vehicle travel due to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Dave Kearby, executive director of TRIP. “The economic 
recovery from the pandemic could be hastened by significant investments in our nation’s transportation system to support 
job creation while making needed improvements to our roads and bridges that will serve our economy and enhance 
quality of life for all Americans for decades to come.”

The full report can be found on the TRIP website at https://tripnet.org. 
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“TRIP Report” Continued from page 1
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NH Associations Send Joint Letter to Delegation on Infrastructure 
Funding Needs

With AGC of  NH, NH Good Roads Association, NH Municipal Association, and the American Council of  
Engineering Companies of  NH

On May 6, a group of New Hampshire associations sent a letter to state delegates in Congress emphasizing the need 
for more infrastructure funding in the state in light of the coronavirus pandemic. The letter outlines New Hampshire’s 
potential shortfall in funding and urges delegates to support the request of $49.9 billion for state DOTs recently made 
by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).

The letter states, “This protection of critical infrastructure has been essential to keeping those on the roads safe and 
delivering critical goods for our residents. However, due to the significant decline in vehicles using the roads and state 
turnpike system, our state DOT is now facing a potential loss of approximately $55-$60 million over the biennium for 
the Highway Fund and approximately $40-$45 million in the Turnpike Fund. This crisis also extends to municipalities, 
which receive 12% of the revenues from those funds. The loss of these funds could greatly disrupt efforts to maintain 
the safe, efficient operation of our nation’s roads, highways, and bridges.”

The letter was arranged by the Associated General Contractors of NH (AGC of NH), the NH Good Roads Association, 
the NH Municipal Association, and the American Council of Engineering Companies of NH (ACEC-NH). The letter can 
be found in full on AGC of NH’s website HERE. 

On May 11, members of U.S. Congress sent their own letter to Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Leader Kevin McCarthy in 
support of AASHTO’s $49.9 billion request. A total of 137 congressional delegates signed onto the letter, including 
New Hampshire’s Chris Pappas and Ann McLane Kuster. 
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The Safer Road to Tomorrow Coalition has completely rebuilt and 
improved its website, saferoadsnh.com. The site includes previous 
publications, news, and information on our partners. 

Another addition to the coalition’s website is the New Hampshire 
Mobility Dashboard, a series of reports developed by TRIP. 
The reports examine critical components of the state’s surface 
transportation system and evaluate, statewide and regionally, their 
adequacy in providing safe, efficient, and sustainable mobility. Each 
report provides an evaluation on individual components of the state’s 
transportation system, including graphics, to help illustrate the reports’ 
findings. Topics range from bridge conditions and safety to traffic 
congestion and freight mobility. 

Safer Roads Unveils New Website and TRIP Mobility Dashboard

http://www.agcnh.org/resources/Home-Page/Federal-Relief-Letter.pdf
http://saferoadsnh.com
http://saferoadsnh.com/facts/
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As chair of the New Hampshire Senate Transportation, I know well that a 21st century, 
multimodal transportation system is essential to economic growth. It will play an even 
more important role in economic recovery as New Hampshire emerges from the 
COVID-19 crisis.

With revenues rapidly declining from the tolls on the turnpike system—traffic down 
67% from a year ago on a recent Sunday, the loss of gas tax revenue as people 
stay at home and businesses close, and a decrease in car registration fees with few 
new cars purchased, the crisis extends not just to the Department of Transportation 
and its Ten-Year Highway Plan projects, but also to municipalities that receive 12% of 
those revenues for road projects. There are actions the state can take, and actions the 
Federal government must take so transportation can be a driver of economic recovery 
by putting people to work. It is also an opportunity to make the system far more 
resilient and energy efficient, with improved capacity for a new economy.

Damage is being done to workers and businesses that sustain transportation and the economy—truck drivers, car 
dealerships, repair shops, and many others—so help for these people must be paramount in state use of CARES Act 
funding. The House Public Works Committee and the Senate Transportation Committee, in close partnership with NHDOT 
Commissioner Sheehan and her capable team, will have to craft a Ten-Year Highway Plan that sustains its goals, such 
as I-93 widening, the Little-Bay bridges, and other long-needed projects, red-listed bridges, paving, and bus transit so 
people can get to work, among many other projects. There must be a Federal infusion of funds as well as changes in 
New Hampshire policy so the lost revenues to municipalities can be back-filled. State funding can also be allocated to 
less used municipal road projects.

Thanks to the work of New Hampshire’s Federal delegation, the CARES Act’s provision of funding for New Hampshire’s 
airport provides a model for what must be done. New Hampshire’s Commissioner Sheehan is a strong advocate in 
Washington for Federal funding, and I have communicated with Senator Shaheen and Representative Pappas about 
our state priorities.

Anticipating a 30-45% state transportation revenue loss, the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) called for $49.95 billion to plug this loss. This will keep projects on track and 
prevent job losses at NHDOT, municipal public works departments, and private contractors. Revenue loss threatens the 
state’s debt service, including the TIFIA loans and GARVEE bonds that are essential to the funding of New Hampshire 
projects. The state also needs to provide a match to Federal funds, so these backstop funds should be provided as 
100% Federal share. NHDOT must be able to support administration, operations, and maintenance with this new 
Federal funding.

Emergency funding is only part of the solution to ensure economic recovery. The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
(FAST) Act expires in September. It is the vehicle for stable, long-term support for jobs and a for the transformation 
of the transportation system. AASHTO has requested a doubling of Federal surface transportation funding. New 
Hampshire will particularly benefit from funding of new technologies, including the 5.9 GHz spectrum for safety 
monitoring, communications and the creation of “smart streets” for connected vehicles and autonomous vehicle 
operation. Robust funding for electric vehicle charging must be included, as well as support for private bus companies, 
such as C& J transit, which did not receive transportation funding in the CARES Act. Another round of Community 
Multiscale Air Quality funding will help New Hampshire improve traffic congestion and support public transportation 
and alternative travel, such as bicycles.

Transportation Funding, COVID-19 and Economic Recovery in NH 
By State Senator David Watters

Continued...
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“Transportation Funding” continued from page 4

Offshore wind is of utmost importance to New Hampshire’s economic and energy future, but the industry cannot thrive 
here without upgrades to land and water transportation. The state has requested, and the Army Corps of Engineers 
has approved the expansion of the turning basin in Portsmouth harbor. This means tankers, freighters, and specialized 
offshorewind vessels can use the Port of Portsmouth. Congress must pass the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
now with sufficient funding to address the new projects and the backlog in U.S. Army Corps of Engineers port, waterway, 
flood protection, and other water infrastructure. This will also ensure resilience for transportation systems along New 
Hampshire’s coast as sea-levels rise. Our jobs, businesses, trade, and economic competitiveness depend on it.

Legislators stand ready to act quickly to mitigate potential damage to our transportation system and the jobs it 
supports, but we also will think strategically to design a road to a brighter, more prosperous future.

New Hampshire state Sen. David Watters, District 4, serves as chair of the Senate Transportation Committee and the 
Capital Budget Committee and serves on the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. He is the deputy majority leader.

Brought to you by the Safer Roads Partners:
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